
Commissioners ask township consultants to work toward 
the least amount of development while looking to create the 
most related benefit to the community. A current project on 
50 acres at Pine Road and Red Lion Road is one example – 
56 homes were built on 20 acres while 30 acres remain open 
space. Zoning would have allowed nearly 200 homes.

In 2018, the Board of Commissioners voted to approve 
a land development project on the Philmont Country 
Club site. Club members had sold the land to a for-profit 
corporation. The approval is for 176 townhouses restricted to 
people 55 years of age and older. School-age children will not 
be permitted to reside there for more than three months out 
of the year. The community will be built on about 60 acres, 
but the remaining 230 acres will be restricted from future 
residential, commercial or industrial development. It will 
remain as a country club or it will become naturalized open 
space. It is the largest single parcel of land ever protected from 
future development in Lower Moreland’s history. However, it 
took five long years of ongoing negotiations through multiple 
proposals and owners to achieve the end result. 

As a community, we are running out of time to protect other 
large parcels of land. Without a dedicated local funding 
source, the challenge will be immense. Commissioners will 
continue to consider all options in the effort to protect as 
much open space as possible - will you?

Dr. David H. Sirken 
President 
Lower Moreland Township Board of Commissioners

Each time a development of 
homes is proposed, residents 
take to social media or come 

into township meetings to express 
how local government is simply 
“allowing” open space to be lost 
to development. The reality is that 
property owners have rights under 
local zoning and under Pennsylvania 

law to utilize the lands they own. Zoning is what determines 
the value of the land. The Commissioners of Lower Moreland 
Township can’t arbitrarily vote “no” to a development of land 
because if we do so without a firm basis in law to support 
that “no”, developers can then take their case to court where a 
judgment can restore their rights up to the maximum level of 
development allowed. That would be bad.

The alternative is to try to control the development of open 
space, protect it by becoming the owner of the land or 
to obtain from a property owner an easement restricting 
future use. In 2016, the Commissioners of Lower Moreland 
Township put forth a ballot question to voters asking if a 
quarter of one percent (0.25%) earned income tax should 
be imposed to fund open space acquisition, protection and 
maintenance. The majority of voters said “no.” Without a 
dedicated local funding source, there is little available to 
protect open space. Land is expensive – Toll Brothers paid 
over $7 million for a 60 acre property with just 35 acres 
of developable land on Byberry Road. So, what then is the 
option when funding for open space is not available?

Without dedicated funding, the only way to preserve land is 
to work with developers to not build-out an entire property. 

Open Eyes, Open Mind and Open SpaceOpen Eyes, Open Mind and Open Space

This article above was first published in a Township newsletter in the Fall 
of 2018.
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ORDINANCE 764 – PEACE AND GOOD ORDER
Adopted July, 2022Adopted July, 2022

• Ordinance updated to permit the construction and operation of machinery hours from 7 AM and 8 PM on weekdays and 8 AM
to 8 PM on Saturday.

• Construction activities are prohibited on Sundays, and New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

• Residential lawn maintenance is permitted from 7 AM to 8 PM on weekdays, 8 AM to 8 PM on Saturdays, and 8 AM to 5 PM on
Sundays.

• The Township Manager may exempt public construction projects or other projects from the restrictions of the ordinance upon
showing of special circumstances.

Police DepartmentPolice Department

DQ with the Blue
At LMPD we are always on the lookout for new and fun ways to 
engage with our residents! We had a great time at our first “DQ 
with the Blue” event on Thursday, June 23, 2022. A big thank you 
to everyone who came to our event and talked with our officers 
about concerns in our community!

Pedestrian Crossings
Are there PEDESTRIANS IN THE CROSSWALK? When 
traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation, the 
driver of a vehicle SHALL yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian 
crossing the roadway within any marked crosswalk or within any 
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection. The driver of a vehicle 
who violates this vehicle code commits a summary offense and 
shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $50. It is 
equally important for those pedestrians/bikers/runners, etc. who 
are crossing the street to proceed with caution to make sure the 
vehicles have stopped. Please see our Crimewatch page or sections 
3541 and 3541 of the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code for 
additional details. 

Ordinance Update:Ordinance Update:

This pedestrian crossing signal, installed at the Pennypack Trail 
crossing on Terwood Road, is an example of the traffic control 
signals and markings that have been installed to help pedestrians 
cross safely.
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Movie Night Under the Stars

The Bad Guys
Saturday, 
October 15 at 7 pm 

Back lawn of the library

Bring a blanket or lawn
chairs to sit on.

Sponsored by  Lower
Moreland Township.

Rated PG. 

The Brandywine Conservancy
Buck's County Children's
Museum
Elmwood Park Zoo
The Mutter Museum
And More! 

Inside the Library
Online at hvlibrary.org
It's free!

Go to the Best Events
The Library hosts book clubs,
storytimes, educational
presentations, interactive
activities, author visits, and more! 

Access Us Anywhere
Access thousands of ebooks,
audiobooks, magazines, movies,
music, and newspapers from the
comfort of home, the gym, or on
vacation. 

Explore Something New
With access to online resources
you can learn a new language,
search for your ancestors, and
even chat with a librarian to help
you find the info you need.

Make New Friends
The Friends of Huntingdon Valley
Library donate their time to our
library and host events. Visit the
library  to join the Friends group

Enjoy the Best Museums
Join the Friends and gain access
to popular local museums like: 

Sign up for a Library Card

Meet a Revolutionary War Hero

Ned Hector is a free black
man noted for his courage
during the retreat from the
Battle of Brandywine.

Stop by on September 20 at
7 pm in the Community
Room.

Sponsored by Friends of 
HV Library.

Fall Events

Huntingdon Valley Library
Explore | Engage | Enjoy

Hvlibrary.org     625 Red Lion Rd. Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006     215-947-5138

I Want My Mummy
Why do Egyptian mummies
hold such a fascination in
popular culture? 

See images of actual mummies.

Learn what it was like to have
been an ancient Egyptian.

October 25 at 7 pm via Zoom
Sponsored by Friends of 
HV Library.
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Lower Welsh Road Lower Welsh Road 
SidewalkSidewalk

Thanks in part to the Montgomery County 2040 Grant, Welsh 
Road (from the Welsh Road trail connection at Dale Road 

down to Station Ave) is now fully sidewalked to provide safe access 
to the Bethayres Regional Rail Station and beyond.

The Township received the Montgomery County 2040 Grant in 
the summer of 2021 to cover 80% of the costs associated with the 
design, plan, and construction of approximately 175 linear feet of 
sidewalk to close the gap at Lower Welsh Road.

In the photo (from left to right): Christopher Hoffman, Township 
Manager; Jill Blumhardt, former Ward 2 Commissioner, 
and daughter; Dr. David Sirken, Ward 5 Commissioner and 
President of the BOC; Denise Kuritz, Ward 6 Commissioner 
and Vice-President of the BOC; Joe Pace, current Ward 2 
Commissioner

Upcoming Fall EventsUpcoming Fall Events

Grilling SafetyGrilling Safety
There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It’s one of 

the most popular ways to cook food. But a 
grill placed too close to anything that can burn is 
a fire hazard. They can be very hot, causing burn injuries. Follow 
these simple tips and you will be on the way to safe grilling.

SAFETY TIPS
• BBQ grills should only be used outdoors.

• The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck
railings and out from under eaves and overhanging branches.

• Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the grill.

• Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from
the grills and in trays below the grill.

• Never leave your grill unattended.

GAS GRILLS:
• Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before lighting it

• Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first
time each year. Apply a light soap and water solution to the
hose. A propane leak will release bubbles. If your grill has a
gas leak, by smell or the soapy bubble test, and there is no
flame, turn off both the gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops,
get the grill serviced by a professional before using it again. If
the leak does not stop, call the fire department. If you smell
gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and
call the fire department. Do not move the grill.

• If the flame goes out, turn the grill and gas off and wait at least
5 minutes before re-lighting it.

CHARCOAL GRILLS 
• If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Keep

charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat
sources.

• When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool
before disposing in a metal container.

Fire Prevention Week/
Open House: 
Saturday, October 15, 2022

Trunk Or Treat: 
Saturday, October 22  

at the PW Site  
(rain date Sat. Oct. 29)

Movie Night:  
October 15, 2022 
at the Library 
Parking Lot

Saturday, October 8, 2022

lsimmons
Cross-Out
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Public WorksPublic Works
Trash Collection Guidelines:Trash Collection Guidelines:
• To ensure that your curbside materials (trash, recycling, and 

yard waste) will be collected, place trash curbside the night 
before, but no earlier than 6:00 p.m. Trucks will not return for 
materials placed curbside if the trucks have already passed by.

• All materials must be placed curbside, not in the street.
• A limit of six (6) trash cans, bundles, or bags is enforced.
• Containers should have securely fastened lids to prevent water 

or other debris from entering the container. The Township is 
charged by the amount of tonnage, which in turn determines 
trash fees.

• All empty containers must be removed from the curb on the 
same day of collection.

• Collection regulations will be strictly enforced and violators are 
subjects to fines and penalties.

• All curbside materials must be sealed securely in a metal or 
plastic container or plastic bag, and must not exceed fifty (50) 
pounds each. Discarded carpeting must be sliced into three (3) 
foot sections, then rolled and tied into a bundle weighing less 
than 50 pounds.

• Items not collected curbside include hazardous waste, 
building materials, concrete, dirt, stones, tires, batteries and 
automotive parts. See below for hazardous waste disposal sites.

• Regulations on size and weight will be strictly enforced and all 
violations will result in applicable fines set out by Township Code.

Recycling Collection Guidelines:Recycling Collection Guidelines:
Residents must use the 64-gallon recycling toter provided by the 
Township. Toters must be 3 feet clear of any obstruction with the 
front side of the toter facing the street with the lid closed. This 
means that the wheels and handle should face toward the house. 
If you move from your residence, please place the toter inside of 
garage or a secure area for next resident’s use. The Township is 
the owner of the toter.
• Single Stream Recycling: 

Materials include newspapers, inserts, junk mail, magazines, 
catalogs, envelopes, paperback books, phone books, cardboard, 
but not pizza boxes, office and school papers, colored paper, 
boxboard, paper egg cartons, paper bags (grocery type), 
aluminum cans, clean foil, tin and steel aerosol cans (empty), 
clean glass jars and bottles and all plastic containers labeled 
1-7. Please note that some types of #6 recyclables cannot be 
accepted, such as Styrofoam or other “foamed polystyrene” 
plastics. “Non-foamed polystyrene” plastics, such as butter 
and yogurt containers can be recycled. Please remember all 
containers should be empty and clean. Sort smarter – learn 
about what you can and cannot recycle on the website.

LABOR DAY: Monday, September 5, 2022
• Collection on Tuesday, September 6, 2022

• Tuesday’s Regular Collection moves to Wednesday,  
September 7, 2022

• Wednesday’s Yard Waste Collection moves to Thursday,  
September 8, 2022

• Thursday’s Regular Collection moves to Friday,  
September 9, 2022

• Friday’s Regular Collection moves to Saturday,  
September 10 2022

THANKSGIVING: Thursday, November 24, 
2022

• Collection on Friday, Nov. 25, 2022

• Friday’s Regular Collection moves to Saturday, Nov. 26, 
2022

CHRISTMAS: Sunday, December 25, 2022
• No changes.

REMAINING TRASH COLLECTION UPDATES:REMAINING TRASH COLLECTION UPDATES:
HAZARDOUS WASTE EVENTS:
2022 Montgomery County PA Residential Household 
Hazardous Waste Events by appointment only, preregistration 
is required.

Saturday, September 24, 2022 
Spring-Ford 9th Grade Center 
400 South Lewis Road, Royersford 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 
Lower Merion Transfer Station 
1300 N. Woodbine Avenue, Penn Valley 

Registration available at https://www.montcopa.org/637/
Recycling-Information

https://ecode360.com/5096759
https://www.montcopa.org/637/Recycling-Information
https://www.montcopa.org/637/Recycling-Information
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Aerate Your Lawn
• The simple task of aerating your lawn has tremendous 

benefits for the grass and helps to reduce stormwater runoff 
and the associated pollution and flooding concerns.

• Aerating your lawn will help to establish a deeper rooting 
system. This will promote groundwater recharge, reduce soil 
compaction, increase grass health and allow your lawn to be 
more tolerant to drought conditions.

• A core aerator is recommended (see diagram below). Core 
plugs will be evident on the surface but will break up quickly 
and fill in the new holes with loose soil, which is ideal for new 
root growth. Spike aerators are not recommended as they 
poke holes while compacting soil at the sides.

• Core aerators are inexpensive and can be rented or purchased. 
It is recommended that it is done one to two times per year 
and when the soil is moist to provide the best penetration. Be 
careful not to damage underground pet fence wires.

Vegetation Quick Tips
• Plant vegetation that is native. It will withstand drought 

conditions and require less watering than non-native species.
• Start a compost pile! Composting recycles yard waste, reduces 

trash and results in great soil for your garden, flowers or yard. 
www.howtocompost.org/

• Test your soil to determine fertilizer need. Contact Penn State 
University’s Cooperative Extension in Montgomery County to 
request a soil test at 610-489-4315 or visit http://extension.
psu.edu/montgomery-county

• If you do need to fertilize your lawn, never apply more than 
is recommended – too much can burn your lawn. Do not 
fertilize before a rain storm.

Water Quick Tips
• Use mulch around plants & trees to reduce water evaporation 

from the soil, but never cover the base of a tree trunk.
• Water your lawn in the morning or evening to prevent excess 

evaporation. Core aerate and over-seed with deeper rooting 
grasses such as fescues.

• Keep storm drains free of debris and vegetation.

Never put chemicals, fertilizers, lawn clippings, Never put chemicals, fertilizers, lawn clippings, 
soil or other debris down storm drains. Today’s soil or other debris down storm drains. Today’s 
stormwater may be tomorrow’s drinking water!stormwater may be tomorrow’s drinking water!

Lawn & Yard Best Management PracticesLawn & Yard Best Management Practices
Rain Barrels
A rain barrel is a rainwater collection 
system that stores rooftop runoff to be used 
for irrigating gardens and lawns, while 
conserving water!

Can I Use Rain Barrels?Can I Use Rain Barrels?
Cisterns, Rain Barrels, Vertical Storage and 
similar devices have been used for centuries to capture stormwater 
from the roofs of buildings. Capture and reuse encompasses a 
wide variety of water storage techniques designed to “capture” 
precipitation, hold it for a period of time, and reuse the water. 
Storage/reuse techniques can be useful in urban areas where there 
is little physical space to manage stormwater. Be sure to prevent 
mosquitoes by screening any openings.

Rain Gardens
Rain Gardens are bioretention areas, slightly graded to retain 
water, and filled with native plants. These areas attempt to 
reproduce the physical, chemical and biological processes of the 
natural environment to create a more efficient, on site, water 
treatment area. The incorporation of plants, mulch and loosened 
soil introduces natural biological processes that provide two 
important functions: (i) water quantity (flood) controls; and 
(ii) water quality improvement through removal of pollutants 
and nutrients associated with runoff. Rain Gardens gather and 
store runoff rainwater until it can evaporate, be used by plants, 
or soak into the soils. This infiltration is important to recharge 
groundwater for human consumption and for maintaining 
stream base flows.
An extra benefit of rain gardens is they look great too!

Other Helpful Tips:
• Stop or reduce use of pesticides and herbicides. Pull weeds 

after a rain event for better and easier results.
• Wash your car at a facility that captures and reuses its wash 

water. If you wash your car at home, do it in the grass.
• Repair car leaks. Oil and other substances are carried to the 

stream by rain. Park in the garage if available.
• Keep gutters and downspouts clean. Clogged gutters can 

harbor mosquitoes and create water nuisances. In wooded 
areas this often needs to be done 2-3 times per year.

• Use low-flow toilets and fixtures. Check for leaks and repair 
when needed. Leaky toilets can cause pre-mature failure of 
on-lot septic systems.

• Have your septic tank pumped out regularly (approx. every 
2-4 years).

• Raise your mower height to at least 3 inches for a healthier 
lawn that will slow down and reduce runoff.

http://www.howtocompost.org/
https://extension.psu.edu/montgomery-county
https://extension.psu.edu/montgomery-county
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Huntingdon Valley Fire CompanyHuntingdon Valley Fire Company
The Huntingdon Valley Fire Company, a volunteer organization, provides fire protection to residents and businesses in 
Lower Moreland Township. 
636 Red Lion Road, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 
215-947-2454  | www.hvfire.org  | www.facebook.com/hvfc8 

Community OrganizationsCommunity Organizations

Huntingdon Valley Library Huntingdon Valley Library 
Established in 1871, the Huntingdon Valley Library strives to enrich the community by providing an environment where 
people can gain knowledge by exchanging information and ideas. The library offers a variety of programs and events for 
people of all ages. 
625 Red Lion Road, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
215-947-5138 | www.hvlibrary.org | www.facebook.com/hvlibrary | https://twitter.com/HVLonline

Huntingdon Valley Athletics AssociationHuntingdon Valley Athletics Association
For more than 60 years, the Huntingdon Valley Athletics Association has provided youth sports and activities to Lower 
Moreland residents and the surrounding community. HVAA sponsors recreational and travel programs including soccer, 
baseball, softball, basketball, roller hockey, chess and martial arts. Visit www.hvaa.net for more information.

http://www.hvfire.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hvfc8
http://hvlibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hvlibrary
https://twitter.com/HVLonline

